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anderen Worten, womoglich eine gro-
Be Ubereinstimmung mit der Moral der
Mehrheitsgesellschaft. Allerdings miis-
sen die Bewohner:innen von Maquis Park
die benannten Werte und Normen so
interpretieren und gewichten, dass sie
in ihrer Situation — das heif3t, in der Si-
tuation, wie sie sie sehen — Sinn ergeben.
Ein gutes Beispiel sind die Miitter von
Magquis Park, die einen Teil ihres Lebens-
unterhalts in der Untergrundékonomie
bestreiten, sich zum Beispiel prostituie-
ren. Einerseits setzen sie ihre Familien
dabei wissentlich Gefahren aus, ande-
rerseits sehen sie sich (auch moralisch)
in der Pflicht, fir »die Ihren« zu sorgen,
sie »iiber die Runden zu bringen«. Wer
Akteurinnen in dieser Lage ihre Werte,
Vernunft oder langfristige Perspektive
abspricht, verkennt ihre »Definition der
Situation« (so die bekannte Formulie-
rung von William I. Thomas, 1923) — die
Umstinde, die sie vor Augen haben,
wenn sie moralisch, rational oder vor-
ausschauend handeln mochten.

Wie Venkatesh sie schildert, ist die
»Untergrunddkonomie« ein soziales Sys-
tem, das Menschen immer wieder vor
Dilemmata dieser Art stellt. Man kénnte
es auch provokant (und pragmatistisch)
zuspitzen und sagen, dass es sich um ein
besonders moralaffines System handelt:
Es bringt die involvierten Akteur:innen
immer wieder in Situationen, in denen
sie sich ihre Werte tiberhaupt bewusst
machen, so dass diese tatsichlich hand-
lungsrelevant werden konnen.

Off the Books ist, in anderen Worten,
nicht zuletzt eine Studie tiber das Zusam-
menspiel von Okonomie und Moral und als
solche fiir (Wirtschafts-)Historiker:innen
auch als Heuristik interessant. Auf der
Suche nach inspirierenden Ansitzen aus
anderen Disziplinen hat die deutsche Ge-
schichtswissenschaft den Pragmatismus
(im Unterschied zur ihm verwandten Tra-
dition der Praxeologie) bislang eher ver-
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nachlissigt. Dabei wire er gut geeignet,
um zum Beispiel Wirtschafts- und Kul-
turgeschichte zu verkniipfen, zwei Teil-
disziplinen, deren Vertreter oft getrennte
Wege gehen. Die Untergrunddkonomie
von Maquis Park ist jedenfalls sicher nicht
die einzige Form von Wirtschaft, in der
Menschen unter Handlungsdruck mora-
lische Uberzeugungen und 8konomisches
Kalkill auslegen, abwigen und neuver-
handeln. Vermutlich unterscheidet sich
der »Untergrund« in dieser Hinsicht nicht
prinzipiell von einer modernen Aktien-
borse. Nur, dass die Borsenwirtschaft,
von »formellen« staatlichen Institutionen
gestiitzt, ohne Gangsterromantik aus-
kommt.

Paola A. Revilla Orias,
Entangled Coercion in Charcas

Adrian Masters (Trier)

Paola A. Revilla Orias, Entangled Coercion.
African and Indigenous Labour in Charcas
(16th-17th Century) (Work in Global and His-
torical Perspective; Bd. 9), Berlin (De Gruyter
Oldenbourg) 2021, 317 S., 10 Abb., 10 Tabel-
len, 94,95 €

This review introduces English-reading
audiences to Paola A. Revilla Orias’
Entangled Coercion, a translation of her
2020 Bolivian monograph Coerciones
intrincadas: Trabajo africano e indigena en
Charcas, Siglos XVI y XVII. Despite some
significant editing problems in the English
version, both works - especially the
Spanish one — are nonetheless important
contributions to several historiographical
subfields. These include Spanish colonial,
Latin American, Andean, and urban
slavery, as well as the broader fields of
gender, racialization, and social history.
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This book presents a sweeping quali-
tative and quantitative social analysis of
various types of unfreedoms in the pro-
vincial capital of La Plata, Charcas (to-
day Sucre, Bolivia) until the mid-1600s,
especially the linked fates of enslaved
Africans, Afro-descendants, and indig-
enous Chiriguano peoples. Chapter 1
overviews La Plata before, during, and
after the Spanish-led conquests of the
sixteenth century. Chapter 2 explains
how traffickers brought African and Chi-
riguano subjects to the city. Chapter 3
provides a rather broad overview of the
basic legal texts and concepts concern-
ing enslavement of these groups. The
subsequent eight chapters are very sub-
stantial. Chapter 4 combs 1,700 notarial
documents by which slavers sold their
victims, comparing prices to age, gen-
der, talents, and flaws (tachas). Chapter
5 probes child and adult servitude and
notes the fascinating presence of Af-
ro-descendants among the category of
yanaconas, or tribute-exempt indigenous
Andeans. Chapters 6 and 7 show how
masters physically, socially, symbolically,
and mentally subjected slaves. Chapter 8,
which is perhaps particularly rich, traces
how certain once-enslaved subjects went
on to become masters (and mistresses) of
slaves themselves. Chapter 9 overviews
various types of slave autonomies, while
Chapter 10 surveys manumission prac-
tices through 59 manumission certifi-
cates or cartas de libertad. Chapter 11 uses
baptismal records to explore enslaved
individuals’ marriage patterns,
thereby glimpse aspects of Charcas’ fluid
interethnic and enslave-freed relations.

This book’s introduction stakes out
some eight contributions to the existing
literature. Four stand out, in my view, as
very significant. Perhaps the clearest is
the expansion of the very limited histo-
riographies on Andean social history in
general and free and enslaved Bolivian

and

Afro-descendant history in particular.
Another is an addition to the growing
body of works on slavery in Spanish vice-
regal cities. A very notable contribution,
and one for which this book will rightly
earn an important place on many schol-
ars’ shelves, is the deepening of our
knowledge on the intertwined lives and
conditions of unfree Indians and Af-
ro-descendants. Here, Revilla’s contribu-
tion to the history of slavery in La Plata
stands out as the most complete treat-
ment of the topic; it is, along with the
works of Alberto Crespo and Evgenia Bri-
dikhina, one of the best works on urban
slavery in Charcas. Also worthy of note is
her extremely rich archival work on the
area’s categories of human difference -
which will be of great interest to a range
of historians of the viceregal period, es-
pecially those working on questions re-
garding >race.

Fred Bronner noted already in a 1986
Latin American Research Review article
that deep-diving into notarial archives
threatens historians with »a crescen-
do of exertion that could reach a point
of self-defeat«.
research in Coercion is a triumph; what
was surely very painstaking work for her
is the reader’s treasure. Revilla draws
deeply from notarial and ecclesiastical
archives, emphasizing the evidence in
these abundant and challenging docu-
ments over the more socially detached
legislation and treatises of the time. As
a result, this book offers deeply textured
quantitative and qualitative overviews of
a range of little-explored topics in Ande-
an social history.

Indeed, in terms of source material
alone this work stands among the fin-
est ever on Andean slavery. Here the Af-
ro-descendant and indigenous blur, and
fascinating categories surface, like »ne-
gros yanacona« and »zambaigo yanaconax.
Novel understandings of space emerge

Revilla’s monumental



too; Revilla introduces the sociological
importance of the sierra chiriguana or the
»>Chiriguano Ranges, linking its peoples’
enslavement to the trade with Afro-de-
scendant persons. Her careful treatment
of many types of servitude features not
only gender and women’s history but
also the virtually-always-neglected topic
of children and child servitude. Domi-
nation and everyday cruelty also take on
searing detail; she introduces the physical
and social abuses by masters, complete
with the slaves’ measurement (palmeo),
branding with the carimba iron, the re-
striction of their domestic and public
movements, limitation of their consump-
tion habits, and attempts to assure com-
pliance through invocations of Christian
paternalism. Perhaps most valuably, she
ensures individuals’ lives shine through
from the dehumanizing slave registers
and the difficult, dusty pages of notari-
al files. Some cases are marvelous. We
meet mulatos who tuned the cathedral’s
organs, indigenous elites who owed
large sums to enslaved women, Angolan
women who ran indigenous tambo relay
stations, and formerly enslaved Afro-de-
scendant women who owned indigenous
slave women themselves.

I had quibbles with the author’s top-
down vision of Spanish imperial law as
an exclusively top-down entity prompt-
ing local dissent and resistance, but I
concede her perspective reflects the
mainstream >command-theory« of impe-
rial rule. Moreover, the book might have
said more about how physical space and
human difference arrayed themselves
in La Plata, contributing to the debate
on legal and de-facto segregation. After
all, the notary who recorded much of this
information was based in La Plata, but
enslaved people were (as this book shows)
sometimes highly spatially mobile.

The most serious problem, however,
was De Gruyter’s subpar publication. Col-
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or graphs become an illegible grey wash in
black and white. Nearly every page con-
tains small or big English errors — even
chapter titles. Some mistakes are more
historical than orthographical. For ex-
ample, presbiteros here are not priests (or
even archaic English presbiters) but Pres-
byterians, that is, members of the Scot-
tish Protestant movement. Experts will
make sense of these and many other slips,
but these errors will pose challenges to
historians from other specializations, as
well as to casual readers and undergrad-
uates. This reminds us that presses must
always ensure translators and editors are
properly compensated for their time-con-
suming, arduous, specialized work. Most
readers will thus find her well-written Co-
erciones to be the definitive edition.

These issues — by no means the fault
of the author - should not distract from
the bigger picture. An achievement of
research, Coercion — especially its 2020
Spanish edition — will be a key resource
for scholars of global slavery, as well as
for researchers interested in viceregal
society, Afro-descendent and indigenous
lives, and constructs of gender, labor,
and age. Considering Revilla’s jaw-drop-
ping archival research and knack for both
qualitative analysis and quantitative tex-
ture, Coercion and especially the original
Coerciones will likely remain for decades
the standard references on La Plata’s
viceregal regimes of unfreedom.



